inter Weather Safety

Texas homeowners and renters should be prepared to protect their homes
when temperatures drop below the freezing mark for more than 24 hours.

@ Home Winter Preparedness Checklist @

—

Select Foods ] "‘ Warm Clothing ] % Flashlights

See Additional Checklist Hats, Mittens, Parkas, Boots 2 Extra Batteries

Disposable Dishware D % Extra Blankets |:| #+-  First Aid Kit

Plates, Bowls, Utensils

Specialty Items [] = Matches ] ? Cell Phone

Meds, Infant Formula, etc For Candles & Gas Fireplaces Fully Charged

Portable Radio ] R-. Shovel/Snow Blower | [] m Firewood

AMFM/Wx Radio & Batteries | Check condition & maintain For Wood Fireplaces

{&%: Car Winterization Checklist @
HE ‘Qﬁ Check Engine Fluid Levels | ] ﬁ Inspect Tire Tread

Oil, Coolant, Washer Fluid, etc. Replace if Near Wear Limit

EI ’ Test Battery 4 Install Snow Tires if You Own a Set

Replace if Mecassary

El @ Use Deicing Washer Fluid I:l ﬁ Test Headlights & Taillights

Clean Windshield at Low Temps

[ = switch to Synthetic Oil [[] & Add & inspect Winter Survival Kit

Handles the Cold Better

:&%: Home Winter Survival Food Checklist N7
|:| % Canned Fruits and Vegetables | |:| Bread and Condiments

Requires a Manual Can Opener Keep Bread Frozen to Last Longer

] wﬂ Crackers, Nuts, Fruit Bars, Chips ] @ Cereal and Toaster Pastries
. N High Energy Foods

Soups ] 3 Meals Ready to Eat (MREs)

Some Soups Require Water or Heating

Cookies and Hard Candy [ <. Bottled Water

L 1 gallon per person, per day (for at least 3 days)

&} Car Winter Survival Kit Checklist 8\

Flashlight ] ‘ Blankets/Sleeping Bag | [[] ) Extra Clothing

& Extra Batteries Hats, Mittens, Parkas, Boots

First Aid Kit [:] %& Non-Perishable Food Sand/Kitty Litter

Granola Bars, Dried nuts, etc, Used for Traction
td

Snow Shovel | [[] “.. Bottled Water ~ Cell Phone
< 4 & Charger

Ice Scraper [] *&Y Booster Cables Flares/Triangles
with Brush & other Bright Objects




Frozen pipes are an annual issue for many Texans

Unhook garden hoses.

| Waler can be hiding in the connection and freeze,

Why frozen water
will burst your pipe - @
Unprotected pipes are susceptible

to cold temperatures because / i
water expands when it goes | 4that builds between )
from liquid to solid form. | the ice blockage Wrap your pipes proparly‘.

and a closed faucet Use insulating wrap designed for pipes. Not towels.
A gallon of water, - g can burst the pipe. ing wrap J Be

when frozen, will

expand to a volume 0 : f
9% greater than the 9 /0 Crawl- | Ice blockage . .
srgial galon. : | o . Drain lawn sprinkler system.

Ice blockage becomes more Drain pressure vacuum breaker after turning off water.
likely when outside temperatures

drop to below freezing.

A cold wind reachi 3 =
73 rorotected pipes ) ' 3 Check your thermostat.
quickly removes heat . < L Switch system to heat and set a warm temperature.

and increases the [~
Open cabinets & trickle faucets.
Crawlspace vent ! Leaving doors open allows heat to reach your pipes.

: s ind
chance of ice ~ W
formation.

A hard freeze could result in frozen water pipes, which can lead to pipes bursting
and leaking. A prolonged cold spell can freeze unprotected water lines due to
water freezing and expanding in the line, which will cause small cracks in the
pipes. Water leaks then occur when the temperature warms up and the frozen
pipes thaw out.

ICT recommends taking these following steps to avoid frozen water pipes.

« Unhook any outdoor water hoses to your faucets.

» Wrap outdoor pipes and faucets with insulating material and secure as
needed.

« Check hardware stores for insulation products that fit over outside water
faucets.

* Open doors under your sinks to provide warm air circulation to pipes along
exterior walls.

» Circulate the water in your home by dripping at least one sink.

« Keep the thermostat set to 55 degrees or warmer in your home.

- If a leak is detected inside the home, shut off the water to the house
immediately to prevent further damage, and contact a plumber.

« Document any leaks and repairs and keep receipts of all expenses.

Texas homeowner policies provide differing levels of coverage for water damage.
Check your policy or contact your agent or insurance company to determine if
you have coverage for freezing pipes and if so, how much coverage. Also check
the deductible on your insurance policy, a minor pipe break and repair may not
exceed the deductible amount.



R Indoor Winter Safety
Detector Check your smoke/carbon monoxide (CO)
detectors. The danger of CO poisoning is
‘- greater during winter storms when
doors and windows stay closed and fireplaces
[ | and gas heaters are in use.You can also be
exposed to deadly CO levels when
“warming up” your car in the garage or
when snow covers your tail pipe.

weather.gov

Fire Safety

Be diligent during this incoming winter
storm, our heating, lighting, and cooking
activities increase the risk of residential fires.

‘ adding layers will help ke.eb you lefﬁ I N 6 ': OR (,OLD w‘-b‘\\\"\

warm as the temperature drops

CHILLY COLD EXTREME COLD

= warm hat ~vam hat

& l.‘l\ ‘,/’. -------- l O <
1-2 layers - LN 23 layers 0 Mféﬁ%’l@%“.
QEeaays] £29 layers 3+ layers
B outer layer S outer layer 77n—sﬂl):5t7n'b\

foxeen /" “tokeep N - outer layer
= out WG e E out wind, : N Y Tiokeep
rain , gloves | -
long layer Y wet snow - out wind
" 4 " warm shoes Bats ‘
\ water proof s
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| Check road conditions.

— — — - Gall 511 or visit your state’s DOT webpage to check
on road conditions. Choose a different route or adjust
your travel plans if road conditions are poor. mim

Pack an emergency supply kit.
Stock your vehicle with a mobile phone, I
charger, batteries, blankets, flashlight, I
first-aid kit, high-calorie, non-perishable --
food, candle to melt snow for drinking water,
sack of sand or cat litter for traction, shovel,
scraper, and battery booster cables.

WINTER

DRIVING

WINTER

R
DRIVING

KNOW
BEFORE
YOU GO

FOCUS
ON
SAFETY

WHILE

Get the weather forecast.
— — — - Change your travel plans if
hazardous weather is expected.

=

e

Ready your vehicle.
)> ~ | Check your battery, wipers, coolant,
— and other systems affected by cold
temperature. Make sure your tires
have good tread. Clear snow, ice or dirt
from your windows, lights and camera.

Prevent a bad situation from getting worse.
If you're involved in an accident, try to pull your vehicle
off the road and use hazard lights, flares, reflectors or
flashlights to warn other drivers. STAY OFF THE ROAD,
dial 911, and wait for the police to arrive. These
actions can help prevent multi-vehicle crashes

Avoid risky driving behavior.
r — — — - Always avoid risky behavior such as

__:

texting or phone calls, speeding, or
drug/alcohol use. These activities
are always dangerous, but the risk

is much higher in winter weather. Wear your seatbelt

Accidents happen more frequently with wet
and icy roads. Always wear your seatbelt
and ensure everyone in your vehicle does
the same, including young children in
proper car seats.

Don’t crowd the plow.
The road behind an active plow
is safer to drive on. Give them
plenty of room to work and only
pass when it is safe to do so.

Change the way you drive.

Drive slower than normal and leave more room

between you and surrounding vehicles when —

roads are wet, snowy or icy. DO NOT use cruise |
control, brake quickly or take sharp turns. L (((

Stay alert.

Make sure you keep your gas tank over half full and keep a close
eye on road conditions, which can change rapidly. On road trips,
take breaks often so you can stay focused on the road.




rain with a temperature
near freezing

Ice can form on roads and lead to
dangerous travel when the air t
or road temperature drops belo

safety tips

Slow down

Leave plenty of distance
befweei}‘gou and other vehicles

“Sneaky” Winter-Hazards'

The winter season brings many weather events that can “sneak” up on you.

These are weather hazards that cause big impacts and make travel difficult

without making big news. o —— 'nnun'

- Slow down
The fine layer of ice that forms during - Don’t use cruise control
freezing drizzle may be hard to notice
on the road, but it is one of winter’s
most dangerous types of weather.

- Leave plenty of distance
between you and other vehicles

“Sheaky”

The winter season brings many weather events that can, “sneak” up on you.

These are weather hazards that cause big impacts and make travel difficult

without making big news. n—— nose
.gov v



Oil and debris accumulate on the road when it
rained for a while, so when it first starts to rai
the road becomes slick and people are also not
used to driving in it. ~

. \;-;é;..%.,-‘

The winter season brmgs many weather events that can “sneak” up on you.
These are weather hazards that cause big impacts and make travel difficult

without making big news.
weather.gov A"/

dense fog N safety tips
Fog can be hazardous to drivers, - Slow down

mariners, and aviators and contributes
to thousands of travel accidents every year.

Visibility often changes quickly in fog. : ll;e;’ve plenty of gis:?'nce .
etween you and other vehicles

- Use your low-beam headlights

The winter season brmgs many weather events ihut can “sneak” up on you.

These are weather hazards that cause big impacts and make travel difficult

without making big news. nosn
weather.gov U



Blackice can form on any road,
but-also along curbs and drainage
areas due to melting snow

& More prevalent at night, but can still’be
around in the morning

& Use caution driving during freezing
temperatures after rain or snowmelt

weather.gov
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Ice is never 100% safe. If you don’t know, don’t go! weather.gov

ot

Minimum ice thickness
guidelines for new clear ice only
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STAY OFF!!!

4 5||

Supports 6 I
ice fishing Supports 9 i1
and walking small groups Supports 1 2 11
ice skating snow mobile Supports cars
ATV Supports
medium size
trucks

Stay away from any cracks and melting ice.



Understanding Winter Weather

B Whatis FREEZINGRAIN? B

Freezing rain is liquid precipitation that freezes on contact with
cold surfaces as it enters a shallow layer of temperatures
at or below 32°F near the surface. This creates a dangerous
coating of ice on roads, walkways, trees and power lines.

1 Ice accumulation increases the weight of
a span of powerlines by up to 500 pounds!

2 Patches of ice on roads and highways
make traveling extremely dangerous.

3 Ice accumulation increases the weight
of a tree branch by 30 times!

For more information on winter weather safety, visit:

weather.gov/winter
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Rain never refreezes.

Winter Weather
Advisory

Potentially dangerous
winter weather is
expected within the

next 12 to 36 hours oris Wlnter Starm

occurring. Travel

difficulties are expected. wa r " 'n g
Freeze
Warning be aware. Dangerous winter weather

is expected within the
Temperatures of 32°F or colder for next 12 to 36 hours or is
several hours over a widespread occurring. Considerable
area during growing season. A travel problems are
hard freeze is when temperatures expected.
are below 28°F.

Plants left outdoors ta ke aCti o n .

may be killed.




WINTER STORM
WATCH

A Winter Storm Watch is issued when
heavy snow, sleet, or freezing rain
is possible.

Be prepared to adjust travel plans in

4 case a Warning is issued.

Be Prepared.
@ weather.gov

WIND CHILL
WATCH

A Wind Chill Watch is issued when
very cold air and wind is possible.

Check the forecast, and be prepared
in case a Warning is issued.

Be Prepared.

WINTER STORM
WARNING

A Winter Storm Warning is issued
{  when heavy snow, sleet, or freezing
§  rain is expected.

Travel will become dangerous.
Delay or adjust travel plans until
conditions improve.

Take Action!

WIND CHILL
WARNING

A Wind Chill Warning is issued when
very cold air and wind is expected.

Conditions could lead to frostbite or
hypothermia. Limit time outside, dress
in layers, and cover up exposed skin.

Take Action!




DON'T FORGET
YOUR PETS

Even with a natural fur coat,
winter can be deadly for your pets
unless proper care is given.

Keep them warm and dry,

| and indoors whenever possible.
&=

Provide plenty of food and water.
Dehydration is especially dangerous in winter.

When outside, keep them bundled up.
Limit outside time, and thoroughly clean
(including paws) when bringing them in

After the Winter Storm:
POWER OUTAGE

Be careful with heat sources

Candles and space heaters are a fire risk.

Also stay warm by bundling up and keeping doors
closed, placing towels in cracks.

Practice portable generator safety
Use outdoors, at least 20 feet away from
doors/windows/garages to avoid carbon monoxide
poisoning. Follow instructions on proper use.

xan. Check on neighbors
Once your family is safe, check on your neighbors
and the vulnerable to make sure they are OK.
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